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I-Ws Build Block upon Block at Enkenbach 


Refugees located in Enkenbach, Germany 
have adequate housing today because 150 I-W 
men have spent about 300 years, or more than 
624,000 man hours, in building 44 houses of 
cement blocks there. 

The project, under the auspices of the Men- 
nonite Central Committee, began in 1953. But 
statistics such as "150 I-W men" or "624, 000 
manhours''or ''44 houses with 140 apartments" 
do not give an adequate picture of this I-W unit. 

The Monday evening visits of the I-Ws in 
the German homes was not only a good way to 
learn the language, but a chance to learn to 
know the people. The Tuesday evening Bible 
study and game night with the German youth 
proved of great value. Unit Bible studies were 
on Wednesday nights and choir practice at the 
churchon Thursday. On many other occasions 

the boys gathered around the 
dining room table for discus- 
sions as a unit or with German 
friends. 

A I-W wife, who served as a 
matron on the project, wrote: 
"Whena matronis tobe ‘a mother 
away from home, ‘can you imag- 
ine the number of worn-out socks 
she darns, the patches she sews 
on the work pants, the number of 
pies or doughnuts she makes? 
Can you understand her happiness 
when the fellows pitchin and help, 
her pleasure in hearing the boys 
laugh and joke ?"' 

The project at Enkenbach 
closed on September 24. "En- 
kenbach won't be the same when 
you leave, "' said one of the refu- 
gees. ‘We have learned to love 

; : the I-W boys here; we hope you 
Block upon block requires patience and skill have learned to love us, too." 


Houses built by I-Ws for refugees 
in Enkenbach, Germany 
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Recent Court Cases 
ROBERT B. MYERS, ATTORNEY ADVISER 


KOCH v. ZUIEBACK, 194 Fed Supp 651, 
decided May 24, 1961 by the District Court in 
Southern California. 

Attorney J. B. Tietz of California filed for 
conscientious objector Donald E. Koch a suit in 
the District Court in Southern California last 
November in which he claimed that under the 
Civil Rights Law Koch was entitled toa V-A 
classification and was also entitled to recover 
damages because of alleged conspiracy of offi- 
cials to deprive him of due process of law during 
his processing by Selective Service. In turn, 
the Governmentasked foraSummary Judgment 
in itsfavor. Judge Thurmond Clarke rendered 
an opinion in which he recounted the facts of the 
case as they appeared to him, and thenhad this 
tosay: "Expressing no opinion on the merits of 
plaintiff's claim, the Courtis loath toappear to 
condone the lengthy history of continued harass - 
ment alleged in this case by denying plaintiff his 
day in Court. Nevertheless, it must be con- 
cluded, albeit reluctantly, that the overwhelm- 
ing weight of authority dictates that (the Gov- 
ernment's) motion to dismiss must be granted. "' 

Aresume ofthe factsis as follows: In 1948, 
Koch registered for the draftatage 22. He was 
classified I-A inJuly 1950 and, apparently be- 
cause of lack of knowledge, asked for I-O too 
late. He refused induction, was tried, con- 
victedand givena four-year prison sentence in 
February 1951. His prison-parole period was 
up on March 9, 1955, at which time he was 29 
years of age. Without notifying him, the local 
board had placed himin IV-F when he was im- 
prisoned and, immediately upon his release 
from parole, put himin I-A and notified him of 
that fact 19 days later. He promptly protested 
the IV-F and I-A classifications, claiming he 
was entitled to V-A (over-age). In July 1955, 
he was classified I-O, and he appealed. In Oc- 
tober 1957, the local board reopened his case 
and reclassified him I-O. He appealed but he 
was continued in I-O, and then shortly there- 
after placed in III-A whenhe married a woman 
with one child. At this point he was 32 years 
old, When he andhis wife separated in Septem- 


ber 1959, he was returned to I-O. He repeat- 
edly appeared before the board seeking a V-A 
classification, but the board refused to listen to 
anything concerning the V-A classification. He 
was stillinI-O when, atthe age of 34 years and 
10 months, he filed suitasking that he be placed 
in Class V-A. 

Koch has appealed the decision to the Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 


I-Ws Write 


Under the auspices of the American Friends 
Service Committee, Paul J. Simkin, a I-W 
from Poplar Ridge, New York, writes from a 
water well drilling project in Mexico: ''Many 
of the sources ofwater in Mexican villages are 
contaminated. The AFSC well drillers drill 
deep wells to supply safe water. The villages 
furnishus with board and room, buy the casing 
for their wells, and perhaps pay other expenses. 
The CARE organization furnishes us with one 
drilling machine. Sometimes one or two men 
from our project work on a Mexican Govern- 
ment machine with a Mexican crew. Mexican 
governmental agencies help make the arrange- 
ments with the villages and give us technical 
help. " 

* a 3s 

A I-W in Haiti has shifted the thrust ofa 
Church World Service program there from food 
distribution to self-help projects. He is Dale 
Snell, under the auspices of the Brethren Serv- 
ice Commission, and has been in Haiti since 
early 1960. "Where only 10 percent of the peo- 
ple are not hungry or needy," he stated, ''the 
distribution of food to the neediest five per cent 
is most difficult. The problem is determining 
who is really poor when virtually everyone is 


poor.'' The new self-help projects center on 
agriculture, crafts, and sanitation. 
* ** * 


I-W Edward Cochrane, member of the St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church in Menasha, Wis- 
consin, is working ina small laboratory with 
epileptic monkeys inthe Department of Exper- 
imental Psychology, Institute of Living, Hart- 
ford, Connecticut. He feeds the monkeys, does 
behavioristic testing and makes graphs. 
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A War Resister in Czechoslovakia 


KAREL KRAFT 


In our country organised refusal of military 
service has never existed and there has been 
no guarantee of exemption on conscientious 
grounds. I have notmet anyone who would ab- 
solutely refuse to take part in the preparation 
for human slaughter. A few times, however, 
Ihave heard of certain individuals who take a 
firm stand out of conscientious conviction. The 
objectors were mostly religious--a Buddhist, 
a Unitarian, Adventists. It is probable that 
some of them were sentenced to a few years 
penal labotr. 

Prior to my own enlistment I had never 
heard of military refusalin our country. I did 
not clearly understand how to act without, on 
the one hand, betraying my conscience, and on 
the other, in such a way as to strengthen my 
positive relationship to society. 

My head was full of the theories of Tolstoy, 
Gandhi, Thoreau; I studied the concepts of the 
Moravian Brethren. Nevertheless, acceptance 
of the idea of absolute refusal seemed to me 
synonymous with suicide. I do notknow wheth- 
er I lacked the courage to make the decision, 
or whether Iwas guided by the feeling that such 
an attitude, in the after-war years which were 
to be so sensitive in relation to our national- 
ism, would lead to my being misunderstood; 
people would regard me either as an agent of 
the West or a coward who was afraid to fulfill 
the so-called ''civil duties. '' I came tothe con- 
clusion that it was better only partly to apply 
the Gandhian conception of non-cooperation. 
I decided to serve as an ordinary soldier, 
eschewing all initiative or rank-seeking. 


RELUCTANT OFFICER 


New difficulties faced me asI hadto perform 
exercises with the rifle. Although I had con- 
sented to that part of the training, I soon came 
to regard the senseless drill with abomination 
and the look of the rifle produced physical nau- 
sea. At the evening parade I stated that I 
wished to make an application. I asked the 
officer for a transfer to the sanitary service 
or to the mining labour corps. He refused. 
Unfortunately I did not then know that I had the 
right to appeal to a higher court which would 
possibly view my case more favourably if they 
saw that I was firm in my intention to spend 
usefully the two years of "civil duty. " 

In spite of my conduct Iwas at no time harshly 
treated. My behaviour evoked surprise, some- 


times ridicule or anger, but my sincere and 
straightforward conduct possibly helped me and 
I therefore escaped severe punishment. 


NATIONAL EVOLUTION 


The unfavourable attitude towards consci- 
entious objectors isnot so mucha result of the 
present political system in our country but 
rather a consequence of past evolution. One 
must consider also the age and quality of in- 
herited cultural values, and these factors, in 
East European countries, are not so profound 
or so firmly established as in the West. . . 

Now we are witnessing rapid change in the 
ideas of large numbers of people. This is seen 
in relation to our nationalism and in our atti- 
tude to peace and war. The absurdity of every 
kind of war has penetrated the minds of most 
people. At the same time one preceives a con- 
stant increase of ennui, irresponsibility, and 
opportunism. These social changes have also 
profoundly affected soldiering. .. . 

It is certain that our future evolution will 
become fused more and more with that of the 
whole world. Therefore, although I do not 
think there is much initiative for disarmament 
likely to come from this country, the ground 
upon which we are now sowing the seeds of 
peace and cooperation might prove more fer- 
tile than is apparent justnow. --From The War 
Resister. 


Draft Record of Sorensen 
Backed by State Chief 


The draft record of presidential aide Theo- 
dore C. Sorensen, which was recently attacked 
by a member of Congress, has been backed by 
the Nebraska Selective Service Director. 

A Chicago newspaper story had said that 
Sorensen, 33, escaped military service after 
World War Il as a conscientious objector and 
Korean war service as a father. The story 
said that he was classified as I-A-O between 
1948 and 1954. 

Guy N. Henninger, Nebraska Selective Serv - 
ice Director, said:. "A person with a I-A-O 
classification goe's into uniform and serves in 
a branch such as the Medical Corps." His re- 
view of Sorensen's record showed: "It was a 
very regular case--an instance where the reg- 
istrant had done everything the law and the reg- 
ulations required of him. He was very prompt 
in notifying of any change in his address or 
family status. We only wish thatall the others 
did as well. "' 





News Briefs 


At a General Convention Breakfast of the 
Episcopal Peace Fellowship in Detroit, the Rev. 
John Nevin Sayre said: ". . . Governments are 
more influenced by the Satanic forces of nation- 
al pride and national fear. But if the churches 
would say tothe Government as did three con- 
scientious objectors in the Book of Daniel, 'Be 
it known unto thee O king thatwe will not serve 
thy gods nor worship the golden image which 
thou has set up, ' thenthis negative might open 
the way for God's Positive~-for the inflow of 
His power in the church and in the hearts of 
multitudes outside of the churches that would 
welcome the churches' lead."' Mr. Sayre is 
the executive head of the Fellowship. 

k * * 

The Council for Christian Social Action of 
the United Church of Chri’ tis attempting to fa- 
cilitate registration of co.iscientious objectors. 
It has printed a form in triplicate calling for 
information as to the name, church affiliation, 
occupation, and relevant beliefs of those who 
claim recognition as conscientious objectors. 
One copy of this form may be filed with the in- 
dividual's home congregation, one with the 
Council's Cleveland Office, and one retained by 
the individual himself. The value of this pro- 
cedure lies notonly inits providing evidence in 
the case of an appeal, but in its enabling both 
his own churchand the Council to offer friendly 
helpas it maybe needed. There are presently 
88 names on file with CCSA. 

2% * * 

John Stickler, a conscientious objector who 
recently completed Peace Corps training, has 
been rejected for service in the Philippines. 


The rejection apparently is only for duty in the 
Philippines andit is assumed he is still on the 
Peace Corps reserve list. 
x x x 

Louis Taylor, conscientious objector in 
World War Il and connected with the Murphy- 
Taylor hunger strike, has opened a paperback 
bookstore near Columbia University in New 
York, corner of Broadway and 114th Street. 

3s * x 

In the October 7 issue of The Chicago News 
an article entitled "Draft Boards' Job: Vital 
But Difficult, '' quoted some statements of John 
Haynes, a member of Board 14 in the Chicago 
area. ''Well, for one thing we are human, "' 
said Haynes, "I think most people believe we 
come out of the woodwork. We give them the 
benefit of the doubt. Most of the cases we get 
are people wanting deferments for hardship 
reasons. ... And we get conscientious ob- 
jectors. If there is a definite hardship after 
we examine the family's bank books and income 
tax returns, we grantit. For conscientious 
objectors, if a person was raised not to bear 
arms and believes this, we are satisfied. I 
don't think we've ever had a faker. "' 


Draft Calls 


The Defense Department has requested Se- 
lective Service to draft 495 doctors, 154 den- 
tists and 67 veterinarians for military serv- 
ices. This is expected to take all physicians 
under age 26 and including age 26, all dentists 
below age 26 who are not fathers, and all vet- 
erinarians below age 26. These quotas are to 
be filled by next February. 

The November regular draft call will be 
20, 000. 
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